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AN ACT relating to higher education.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act

i s anended by adding Section 45.5 as foll ows:

(110 I LCS 947/ 45.5 new)
Sec. 45.5. Firefighter and EMS provider grant program

(a) As used in this Section:

"Active paid on-call firefighter" neans a nmenber of an

active volunteer fire departnment who has had basic training

as defined in subsection (f) of Section 2 of the |Illinois

Fire Protection Training Act and in the past 12 nonths has

(i) participated in all required training exercises, (ii) has

responded to a fire or other energency call, and (iii) has

received a formof nonetary conpensation for each energency

situation he or she has responded to.

"Active volunteer fire depart nent" means a fire

departnent that is staffed by volunteers for the purpose of

conbating fires.

"Active volunteer firefighter" neans a nenber of an

active volunteer fire departnment who has had basic training

as defined in subsection (f) of Section 2 of +the |lllinois

Fire Protection Training Act and in the past 12 nonths has

(i) participated in all required training exercises and (ii)

has responded to a fire or other enmergency call.

"EMS provider" neans a person who is certified or

aut hori zed under the Energency Medical Services (EMS) Systens

Act to provide energency nedical services and who provides

those services as a participant in an EM5 System

"Fees" neans matriculation, graduation, activity, term

or incidental fees. Exenption shall not be granted from any



SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

W W W W W NN N NDNNDNDRNDNNR P P R B R R B R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 & W N B O © 0 N 0o o0 M W N B O

-2- LRB9210208NTcd

other fees, including book rental, service, |aboratory,

supply, and wunion building fees, hospital and medi cal

insurance fees, and any fees established for the operation

and nmi nt enance of buildings, the incone of which is pledged

to the paynent of interest and principal on bonds issued by

t he governi ng board of any university or community coll ege.

"State-controll ed university or community coll ege" neans

those institutions under the adninistration of the Chicago

State University Board of Trustees, the Eastern |Illinois

Uni versity Board of Trustees, the Governors State University

Board of Trustees, the Illinois State University Board of
Trustees, the Northeastern |Illinois University Board of
Trustees, the Northern Illinois University Board of Trustees,
the Western 1llinois University Board of Trustees, the
Sout hern IIlinois Uni versity Board of Trustees, the
University of Illinois Board of Trustees, or the [Illinois

Community Col | ege Board.

"Tuition and fees" does not include expenses for any

sectarian or denom national instruction, the construction or

mai nt enance of sectarian or denom national facilities, or any

ot her sectarian or denoni national purposes or activity.

(b) Subject to the limtations provided in this Section,

any person who has served at least 3 years as (i) an active

volunteer, paid on-call, or full-tine firefighter with a fire

departnent in a nunicipality with a population of less than

10,000 or (ii) an EMS provider with an EM5 System |l ocated in

whole or in part in a municipality with a popul ation of |ess

t han 10, 000 and who possesses all necessary entrance

requi renents shall, upon application and proper proof, be

awar ded a qgrant to the State-controlled university or

community college of his or her choice, consisting of

exenption from tuition and fees for not nore than the

equi valent of 4 years of full-tinme enrollnent in relation to

his or her <course of study at t hat State-control |l ed
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uni versity or community college while he or she serves as an

active volunteer, paid on-call, or full-tine firefighter with

that fire departnent or while he or she serves as an EM

provider with that EMS System However, not nore than 2

grants per vear may be awarded to firefighters within the

samre  fire departnent and not nore than 2 grants per year nay

be awarded to EMS providers within the sane EMS System

If the recipient of any grant awarded under this Section

for a firefighter ceases to serve as an active vol unteer

paid on-call, or full-tine firefighter wth t he fire

departnent that he or she was with to qualify for the grant

while enrolled in a course of study wunder that grant, the

grant shall be terminated as of the date service as an active

vol unt eer, paid on-call, or full-tine firefighter with that

fire departnent ended, and the recipient shall be permtted

to conplete the school term in which he or she is then

enrolled only wupon paynent of tuition and other f ees

allocable to the part of the termthen remaining. |If the

reci pient of any grant awarded under this Section for an EMS

provider ceases to serve as an EMS provider with the EMS

Systemthat he or she was with to qualify for the grant while

enrolled in a course of study under that grant, the grant

shall be termnated as of the date service as an ENMS provi der

with that EMS System ended, and the recipient shall be

permitted to conplete the school termin which he or she is

then enrolled only upon paynent of tuition and other fees

allocable to the part of the termthen renmining.

Before receiving grant assi stance under this Section for

any acadenic year, each grant recipient shall be required by

the Conmi ssion to sign an agreenent under which the recipient

pl edges (i) for a firefighter, that he or she shall renmain an

active volunteer, paid on-call, or full-tine firefighter with

the fire departnent that he or she was with to qualify for

the grant for a period of not |ess than one year for each
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vear of grant assi stance that he or she receives under this

Section or for an EMS provider, that he or she shall renmin

an EMS provider with the EMS Systemthat he or she was wth

to qualify for the grant for a period of not |ess than one

vear for each vyear of qrant assistance that he or she

receives under this Section and (ii) that he or she shall,

upon request by the Commi ssion, provide the Conm ssion wth

evidence that he or she is fulfilling or has fulfilled this

obli gati on. If the recipient fails to ful fill this

obligation, then the Conmmi ssion shall require the recipient

to repay the anpunt of the qgrant assistance received,

prorated according to the fraction of the obligation not

conpleted, at a rate of interest equal to 5% and, if

applicable, to pay reasonable collection fees. A recipient

who is enrolled in an institution of higher |earning shal

not be required to commence repaynent so long as he or she

remains enrolled in an institution of higher |learning on a

full-time basis or if he or she can document for the

Commi ssion special circunstances that warrant extensi on of

the tine before repaynent is required. The Commi ssion isS

authorized to establish rules relating to its collection

activities for repaynent of qgrant assistance under this

Section. Al repaynents collected under this Section shall be

forwarded to the State Conptroller for deposit into the

CGeneral Revenue Fund. A recipient shall not be considered in

violation of the agreenent entered into pursuant to this

subsection (b) if the recipient (i) is serving as a nenber of

the arned services of the United States, for a period of tinme

not to exceed 3 vears, (ii) is tenporarily totally disabl ed,

for a period of tine not to exceed 3 vears, as established by

sworn affidavit of a qualified physician, or (iii) becones

per manently totally disabled, as established by sworn

affidavit of a qualified physician.

A grant awarded under this Section shall be considered an
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entitlenent that the State-controlled university or community

college in which the holder is enrolled shall honor wi t hout

any condition other than the holder's nmmintenance of ni ni num

grade | evels and a satisfactory student | oan repaynment record

pursuant to subsection (c) of Section 20 of this Act.

(c) Subject to a separate appropriation f or such

pur poses, the Commission nmay reinmburse the State-controlled

uni versity or community college for grants authorized by this

Secti on.

Section 90. The State Mandates Act is amended by adding

Section 8.26 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.26 new)

Sec. 8. 26. Exenpt nmandat e. Not wi t hst andi ng Secti ons 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursenment by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 2002.
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